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conservation of the specific name by the suppression of Castianeira
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Abstract. The purpose of the application, under Article 23.9.3 of the Code, is to

conserve the specific name of Cambalida coriacea Simon, 1909 for a species of spider

from Africa. The name is threatened by the discovery that the type specimen of

Cambalida coriacea is the same species as that of Castianeira fulvipes Simon, 1896.

The senior synonym has not been used for the taxon since it was estabhshed and its

proposed suppression would maintain nomenclatural stability.
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1. Simon (1909, p. 369) established the nominal genus Cambalida with the type

species Cambalida insulana Simon, 1909 (p. 369) (clubionidae. micariinaE) from

Annobon Island, west of Gabon. Two additional species were described in the genus

Cambalida in the same paper, C fulvipes (p. 369) from Bolama, Portuguese Guinea

(Guinee Bissau) and C. coriacea (p. 370) from Freetown, Sierra Leone. One species

in particular, C coriacea, is widespread throughout the Afrotropical Region and is

associated with a wide diversity of habitats including forests, woodlands, savanna,

grassland and fynbos, as well as agroecosystems.

2. The corinnidae remains one of the most poorly-studied families of spiders in the

Afrotropical Region (Dippenaar-Schoeman & Jocque, 1997; Haddad, 2004) and

many species have been referred to only in their original descriptions (see Platnick,

2004). Cambalida is no exception to this paucity of taxonomic research, with only one

reference to C. coriacea having been published since the original description

(Bosselaers & Jocque, 2000). The nominal genus Cambalida was included in the

family liocranidae following Lehtinen's (1967, pp. 290-292) revision of the status of

the clubionid subfamily liocraninae to family rank. Brignoli (1983) then transferred

Cambalida from the clubionidae (p. 547) to the gnaphosidae (micariinae incertae

sedis), but under this family-group placement (p. 582) he added a note on Cambalida:

'uncertain position according to Reiskind, 1969: 196'. Platnick (1989, p. 433; 1993,

p. 600; 1997, p. 695) followed Lehtinen's placement and listed Cambalida under the

family liocranidae. Recendy, Dippenaar-Schoeman & Jocque (1997, p. 128) listed

Cambalida under the corinnidae (CASTianeirinae) without formally transferring the

genus from the liocranidae, an action which was undertaken soon afterwards by

Bosselaers & Jocque (2000, p. 315). This was supported by a cladistic analysis
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undertaken by Bosselaers & Jocque (2002, p. 264), who found Cambalida to be one

of the most closely related genera to the castianeirine type genus Castianeira

Keyserling, 1879.

3. During a revision of the genus in southern and central Africa it has been

discovered that the holotype of Castianeira fulvipes Simon, 1896 (p. 406), described

from Pretoria, South Africa, agrees with that of Cambalida coriacea, rendering C
fulvipes a senior synonym. However, this species should in fact be placed in

Cambalida and not Castianeira. All species in the genus Cambalida have exceptionally

large eyes for castianeirines and all males appear to have diagnostic setae at the distal

end of the cymbium, which are arranged in two or three columns of three setae each.

Castianeira depygata Strand, 1916 (p. 91) and Castianeira mestrali Lessert, 1921

(p. 424) are also junior synonyms of this species. Synonymy of these nominal species

would give the name Cambalida fulvipes (Simon, 1896) priority over Cambalida

fulvipes Simon, 1909, which is in current use as the valid name for another taxon.

Confusion would result from the use of C. fulvipes (Simon, 1896) for the taxon

currently known as C coriacea. The name C. fulvipes Simon, 1909 would therefore

be invalid as a junior secondary homonym.
4. The conditions of Article 23.9.1.1 have been met in this case (that the senior

synonym has not been used as a valid name since 1899). However, the conditions of

Article 23.9.1.2 (that the junior synonym or homonymhas been used for a particular

taxon, as its presumed valid name, in at least 25 works, published by at least 10

authors in the immediately preceding 50 years) have not been met. The latter is a

consequence of the limited study of this family in the Afrotropical Region. It is

proposed that the name Castianeira fulvipes Simon, 1896 be suppressed to prevent

confusion. The name C coriacea would thereby be conserved.

5. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked:

(1) to use its plenary power to suppress the name fulvipes Simon, 1896, as

published in the binomen Castianeira fidvipes, for the purposes of the Principle

of Priority but not for those of the Principle of Homonymy;

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name coriacea

Simon, 1909, as published in the binomen Cambalida coriacea;

(3) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in

Zoology the name fulvipes Simon, 1 896, as published in the binomen Cas-

tianeira fulvipes and as suppressed in (1) above.
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